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WORKING GROUP ON URBAN NETWORKING AND URBAN RURAL PARTNERSHIP

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

How VASAB started preparation of the long-term perspective for the spatial development of the Baltic Sea Region?
The Council of the Baltic Sea States encouraged VASAB 2010 in its Communiqué of 9-10 June 2005, to update the vision of long-term territorial development of the Region together with the relevant regional stakeholders. The following 6th Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial Planning in the BSR countries in Gdańsk on 19 September 2006 decided accordingly to prepare a long-term perspective for the spatial development of the Baltic Sea Region (LTP) under active participation of the regional authorities and in a dialogue with relevant pan-Baltic organizations.

Why we need long-term perspective for the spatial development of the Baltic Sea Region?
Since the first VASAB spatial vision for the BSR in 1994 the Region has changed considerably. Regional and local governments have gained in influence and importance in developmental matters. The considerable inflow of EU Structural Funds has increased possibilities for regional development while at the same time causing risks for overlapping and even contradictory activities across borders and sectors.  The Baltic perspective might also not be present enough in the European Union level activities and policies. 

There is a need to acknowledge and better understand specific developmental priorities of the Baltic Sea Region. The importance of pan-Baltic organizations and other important BSR actors influencing the development of the Region must be emphasised, not least in view of recent increased efforts to achieve better integration of the BSR. The Baltic Development Forum analyses, the reports of the BSSSC and the CPMR on transport development in the Region as well as a Spatial Development Concept in Germany and a similar strategy in Russia are examples worth mentioning.  

What is the nature of the long-term perspective for the spatial development of the Baltic Sea Region?

The Policy Document Connecting Potentials presented to the Gdańsk Ministerial Conference states that VASAB should facilitate the formulation of a long-term strategic perspective on spatial development (LTP) in the BSR. The LTP should consider the Community Strategic Guidelines, the National Strategic Reference Frameworks as well as the input from relevant inter-governmental organizations in the Region, sub-regional organizations and NGO’s of relevance to regional development. A BSR strategic perspective should be considered by relevant programmes implemented in the Region: subregional-, national-, transnational- as well as cross-border programmes.

The aim would be that the LTP: 

· Will identify the most important BSR specific developmental assets, integrative trends and main global processes (risks) influencing BSR development in a long run,

· Will underline common interests and/or potential conflicts,

· Will give a comprehensive overview of all BSR actors/plans with a territorial impact,

· Will show the BSR in 15-20 years as a result of joint efforts of countries and organizations,

· Will develop instruments to guide and coordinate policies with a territorial perspective for a better BSR integration,

· Will identify the most important actions for BSR territorial development and cohesion in a long run.

What is the time and organizational frame? 

The LTP should be ready in 2010. The first period till the end of 2008 will be used for analytical work and in 2009 the drafting process should start. Complementary financing will be applied for from TACIS and BSR INTERREG 2007-13.

What has been done so far? 
The work on the LTP was started by the seminar in Pärnu on 25-26 April 2006, which lay the basis for future work. Three working groups were established to run the analytical (first stage) of the LTP preparation and to lay foundations for the second stage (drafting the LTP):

· Working Group on urban networking and urban rural partnership (WG 1), 

· Working Group on accessibility and development zones (WG 2),

· Working Group on sea use planning (WG 3).

The groups are developing tentative ideas how to proceed, focus of work, what to achieve etc. The Working Group on urban networking and urban rural partnership is presented more in detail below.
WORKING GROUP ON URBAN NETWORKING AND URBAN RURAL PARTNERSHIP IN BRIEF

The Work Group 1 introduces itself

Work Group 1 is a working group of the Committee on Spatial Development (CSD) in the Baltic Sea Region of the VASAB 2010 Ministerial Cooperation. The Group will deal with two issues urban networking and urban-rural partnership.

The work of the group is organized and led by two CSD members Mrs Helle Fischer (DK) and Mr Wilfried Görmar (Ger). The group is currently composed of Senior Officials responsible for spatial planning in the BSR countries, experts and researchers active in the two above mentioned themes. The group covers at this stage Denmark, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, but other countries are still welcome to join WG 1. The group is also open for participation of BSR stakeholders mainly representatives of Pan-Baltic organizations active in the fields of WG 1 interests (e.g. UBC, BDF, BSSSC, BC of CPMR) and businesses representatives. 

It is planned that the work of the group will be supported (financially) by TACIS and INTERREG money.

The main goal of Working Group 1

The work of the WG 1 should result in strengthening BSR integration and territorial cohesion by:

a) identifying main developmental potentials of specific importance for BSR co-operation and integration, 

b) identifying main integrative BSR processes, 
c) exploring consequences of development of those assets and processes for territorial structures (mainly settlement functions and structure) and their influence on BSR territorial integration.

The focus of the Working Group 1

So far the WG1 has identified the following BSR specific developmental assets: human capital, biomass, competitive urban systems and networking, innovations and BSR branding. And the following integrative processes have been named as worthy of further analysing: in- and out-sourcing, migration, urban rural partnership, clustering in the BSR, and networking of the BSR gateways. Also risks and risk management and cross-border co-operation was mentioned in this context. This list is not exhaustive and needs further elaboration. 

The priority assets and processes chosen by WG 1 should be first analyzed (by the research institutions) together with relevant stakeholders, secondly their territorial impacts should be identified and thirdly the findings on each asset (theme) should be discussed at the conference open to BSR actors/stakeholders and decision makers, both in public and private sector. The conferences will provide an arena for a multi-scoped dialogue dedicated to assets and problems of cities and towns in BSR, and their territorial impacts and necessary solutions and policy changes. 

As the result the potential and integrative processes will be described, the barriers of their development will be identified, the territorial consequences will be analyzed, the potential conflicts will be outlined and the conclusions on how to use the above mentioned assets and how to strengthen the crucial integrative processes will be produced. The conclusions will form the basis for drafting the LTP.

Policy Impact 
The findings of the WG 1 will be used for preparation of the Long-term Perspective (as described above) to be presented to Council of the Baltic Sea States. At the same time, WG 1 will strive for real implementation by proposing projects aimed at the new programmes under the European Territorial Co-operation objective. As a result of WG 1 work good practices should be highlighted, key projects should be identified and initiated and National Strategic Reference Frameworks in the BSR countries should be inspired. 
Added value of the WG 1 approach 

The WG 1 approach is cross-sectoral and connected with the themes of the other two working groups of VASAB (WG 2 on accessibility and development zones and WG 3 on sea use planning). The real added value comes from the fact that WG 1 builds on actual (market based) processes and trends and tries to find the way how to use them for BSR territorial integration and cohesion.
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